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E.S.T.A.L. 
Eastern Star Training Awards for Religious Leadership 

 
At the Triennial Assembly of the General Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star held in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1952, approval was granted for the establishment of an Eastern Star 
Training Awards for Religious Leadership program to be known as ESTARL. This program 

encourages all members of the Order to give enthusiastic and generous support to students who wish 
to dedicate their lives to a vocation of religious service. Following this initial approval in 1952, 

ESTARL programs and funds were created in many OES jurisdictions around the world to provide 
financial assistance to students in this field of study. 

 
The Grand Chapter of Ontario, O.E.S. has strongly supported this program since its inception. 

Annual awards are made to applicants preparing for leadership in various fields of religious leadership 
such as Ministers, Missionaries, Directors of Church Music, Directors of Religious Education and 
Youth Counselors. The number and amount of awards is dependent on the funding available each 

year. In 2017, twelve  awards of $2,000 each were awarded to qualifying applicants. 
 

Do you believe you may qualify for an award? 
 

All students meeting the attached Guidelines for 2019, are encouraged to contact a member of a local 
Order of the Eastern Star Chapter in Ontario or email a request  to Howard McCandless.... 

gmccandless.estarl@gmail.com for additional information and to obtain a current application form. 
 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 
GUIDELINES FOR 2019 - 2020 ESTARL AWARDS 

 
 1. The applicant must be sponsored by a subordinate Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star in 
Ontario. Original applications forms may be obtained by the sponsoring Chapter from any ESTARL 
Committee member. 
 2. The applicant must be in need of financial assistance to help with his or her religious education in 
the 2020 - 2021 school year. Applicant's total family income should be below the following income 
guidelines.  
 
Income Guidelines 
 Single Applicant $30,000 Applicant with dependent Children $50,000 Applicant with partner 
$50,000 Applicant with partner and dependent children $60,000 
 
 3. The applicant must already be in University or a Theological College 
 
 4. The applicant must have completed (10) credits towards a Bachelor of Arts (or its equivalent at a 
recognized Bible College) by June 1, 2020 and have signed his/her intention to continue in training 
for religious leadership during 2020 – 2021 
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 5. Completed application for awards must be submitted to a Chapter of the O,E.S. for their 
endorsement. The applicant must communicate with a member of the sponsoring Chapter of the 
OES prior to May 1, 2020 to ensure their application is received by the sponsoring Chapter in time 
to be approved by that Chapter at their May meeting at the latest 
 
 6. All applications, endorsed by and bearing the seal of the Chapter will forwarded by the Chapter 
Secretary (by registered mail if necessary) and be in the hands of the Secretary of the ESTARL 
Committee no later than June 1, 2020 
 
 7. Applications can be made yearly for these awards, but part-time students will be limited to a 
maximum of five (5) annual awards 
 
 8. The ESTARL Committee will not be expected to act upon applications received from students, 
who are not residents of Ontario. Applications from students who are residents of Ontario but are 
continuing studies outside the province, will be evaluated on an individual basis 
 
 All students meeting the attached Guidelines for 2019 - 2020, are encouraged to contact a member 
of a local Order of the Eastern Star Chapter in Ontario. 
 
 
 AN ORIGINAL APPLICATION MUST BE RETURNED. NO FACSIMILE WILL BE 
ACCEPTED. THE E.S.T.A.R.L. COMMITTEE HAS THE DISCRETIONARY POWER TO VARY 
THE AFOREMENTIONED GUIDELINES 

 


